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Almost three weeks after Nicaragua's general elections, the electoral council (Consejo Supremo
Electoral, CSE) released the final results, which confirm that Arnoldo Aleman Lacayo of the Alianza
Liberal won the presidency. However, the Frente Sandinista de Liberacion Nacional (FSLN) is still
challenging the results, especially in the departments of Matagalpa and Managua.
Meanwhile, Aleman still cannot claim victory since the Nicaraguan electoral law provides a period
during which challenges to the results can be filed. Therefore, even if the CSE denies all complaints,
Aleman will not officially be declared president until at least Nov. 20, one month after the election.
Official bulletins announcing the election results were stopped on Oct. 23 with 87% of the ballots
counted after the FSLN and ten smaller parties complained of fraud. At that time, Aleman was
leading with 49.34%, compared with 38.09% for FSLN candidate Daniel Ortega Saavedra. Since that
time, the CSE has been conducting a review precinct by precinct of the voting in the country (see
NotiSur, 10/25/96 and 11/01/96).
While many international observers agreed that problems occurred during the elections, including
some fraud, most concur that the problems are not extensive enough to change the outcome. The
"provisional final results" announced by the CSE on Nov. 8 gave Aleman 51.02% of the vote, while
Ortega took 37.75%. Coming in a distant third was the evangelical Camino Cristiano Nicaraguense
(CCN) candidate, Guillermo Osorno Molina, who took 4.1%. Shortly after the CSE announced
its findings, the breakaway Sandinista party Movimiento Renovador Sandinista (MRS), whose
presidential candidate was former vice president Sergio Ramirez, issued a statement accepting the
Aleman victory.
The MRS leadership pointed out that all Nicaraguans "are obliged to respect the official report
according to the political Constitution," and they called on citizens to close ranks to defend the
democratic institutions and to support the CSE. "No party can set itself up in judgement of the
popular will expressed at the ballot box, and power can only be assumed through elections," said
the MRS declaration. The Organization of American States (OAS) observer team, which has been
in Nicaragua since last April, said the report will "contribute toward dissipating uncertainties,
eliminating destabilizing factors, and strengthening confidence in the institutions."
Despite the CSE report, the Sandinistas did not accept the results. On Nov. 11, they filed an appeal
with the CSE demanding that new elections be held in Managua and Matagalpa departments, which
together comprise more than 40% of the electorate. The FSLN petition also called on the CSE to
review the elections in 11 of the 17 other electoral districts. The petition was presented to the CSE by
Sandinista leaders Rene Nunez Tellez, Rene Vivas Lugo, and Emmitt Lang, FSLN national election
attorney Jose Luis Villavicencio, and legal advisor Orlando Tardencilla. Villavicencio said the appeal
includes all violations of electoral laws committed "before, during, and after" the Oct. 20 voting,
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and Lang said the party's challenges affect 1,650 polling places in the department of Managua. "Our
position is very clear," said Ortega. "We are within the law insisting that in-depth corrections be
made that will increase confidence in the electoral process and heal the open wounds."
Meanwhile, CSE president Rosa Marina Zelaya said on Nov. 13 that two other parties, the Partido
Comunista de Nicaragua (PCN) and the Partido Justicia Nacional (PJN), had called for the elections
to be annulled. In Matagalpa, the FSLN mayoral candidate and approximately 20 sympathizers went
on an "indefinite" hunger strike to protest the elections there. At the FSLN demonstration following
the CSE announcement, Ortega accused the Catholic Church hierarchy, the private- business sector,
and the Chamorro government for having inappropriately exerted partisan pressure during the last
days of the campaign in support of Aleman. Ortega said he was confident that the CSE would listen
to the FSLN demands. "Officially, the final word is not yet in," Ortega told supporters on Nov. 13. "If
the electoral council accepts our demand for new elections in the two departments, there simply will
not yet be a president-elect."
In other races, the coveted mayoral post in Managua went to Alianza Liberal candidate Roberto
Cedeno. Coming in second in that race was independent Pedro Solorzano, followed in third place
by Sandinista Carlos Guadamuz. Guadamuz had earlier claimed victory in the race, based on
Sandinista tallies of the balloting.
The Alianza also took 42 of the 93 seats in the legislature (Asamblea Nacional, AN), followed by
the FSLN with 37 seats. The remaining seats were split among eight small parties. As stipulated
in the Constitution, the AN session will begin on Jan. 9, a day after the new president is sworn in.
Of the 93 deputies, 90 were elected directly, while the three remaining seats go to the presidential
candidates from the three parties that came closest to the winner. Those seats will be held by
Ortega, Guillermo Osorno of Camino Cristiano, and Noel Vidaurre of the Partido Conservador de
Nicaragua. The small parties that won seats in the AN are third- place winner Camino Cristiano (4,
including Osorno), the Proyecto Nacional of former Minister of the Presidency Antonio Lacayo (2),
the Partido Conservador de Nicaragua (2, including Vidaurre), and, with one each, the Movimiento
de Renovacion Sandinista (MRS), the Liberal Independiente, the Accion Nacional Conservadora,
the former contras' Resistencia Nicaraguense, and two alliances the Unidad and the Union Nacional
Opositora (UNO).
Given its lack of a majority in the Asamblea, the Alianza Liberal will need to enlist the aid of other
parties to carry out its platform. Political analysts suggest that Aleman can probably expect support
from six of the eight minority parties. Aleman expressed confidence that he could count on the
support of the "democratic forces" within the congress to begin passage of a series of political and
legal changes that he wants to implement. However, analysts pointed out that, given the stormy
recent history of the Asamblea, predictions about how deputies will line up were pretty speculative.
Meanwhile, Aleman has called on his supporters as well as the Sandinistas to work together to
achieve peace, progress, and employment for Nicaraguans, and he proposed the search for a
"national consensus" among all political forces to achieve "governability" in the Central American
country. Without such a national consensus "no economic program that we implement will
work," said Aleman. Nevertheless, at his victory celebration, Aleman's words foretold some of the
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difficulties ahead. "It is time to begin reconciliation with justice," said Aleman, which was taken
by many supporters to refer to his campaign promises to satisfy the demands of people regarding
property confiscated during the Sandinista years (1979-1990).
Resolving the claims by former property owners has been a major issue since the Sandinistas left
office in 1990 following the election of Violeta Barrios de Chamorro. Many of the original owners left
the country during the Sandinista period. While some have returned, others have remained abroad,
principally in the US. During his campaign, Aleman said resolving the issue would be a priority.
The Sandinistas confiscated more than 5,000 pieces of property and redistributed them to more
than 170,000 families. Critics of the FSLN charged that high-ranking Sandinistas benefitted from
the redistribution, especially during the "pinata," which took place in the final days of the transition
period before Chamorro took office. (Sources: Agence France- Presse, 11/07/96, 11/09/96, 11/10/96;
Reuter, 11/08/96, 11/12/96; Spanish news service EFE, 11/08/96, 11/11-14/96)

-- End --
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